Match Report Week 15 – 14th August 2006
South Glamorgan education took a huge step towards securing the Willow League treble when they beat Cardiff Casuals this past week. Batting first, Casuals were put under tremendous pressure by the Education attack, as wickets tumbled early and often. Andy Powell (2-15) and Andy Parry (2-9) did the lion’s share of the damage, with good work from Jack Lansdown (1-8) and T Bailey (0-8). A fighting unbroken 7th wicket partnership between Mark Stephens (21no) and Andy Hood (22no) boosted the Casuals total to 77-6, and gave their bowlers something to defend. 

John Sparks and Paul Harding opened the reply for Education and made steady if slightly slow progress. Andy Hood (0-11) and Mark Stephens (0-13) kept the brakes on scoring as best they could, but none of the Casuals bowlers were able to make the key breakthrough as the batters passed 50 runs for the first wicket. Harding scored the winning runs as Education reached their target with 3 overs to spare, finishing unbeaten on 33 and Sparks contributed 29no. Education still has to beat L&G next week to ensure the Shield, but even should they lose, they hold tie breaking position over all likely challengers. 

The Plate competition will similarly go down to the wire. Only OzBar and GE Healthcare saw action this week. OzBar holding on for the win despite a maiden unbeaten half century from GE Healthcare’s Pete Tatnell. 

Cardiff Cavaliers take on OzBar Wizards with the winners gaining the chance to overhaul Consmen, who still lie in pole position in their first Willow League campaign. 
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