Match Report Week 12 – 24th July 2006
The Willow League’s opening stanza reached its climax this past week, with the League Champion decided. 

Top placed South Glamorgan Education faced Cardiff Cavaliers, needing a win to ensure the title. Despite missing a couple of regular batsmen, Education didn’t miss a beat batting first as Jack Lansdown cracked 58, ably supported by knocks of 30no from L Vincent and 27 from S Ingram in a good total of 139-3. Duffy, Armstrong and Marchant were the wicket takers for Cavaliers. A super spell of 4-8 from Steve Parker ripped the heart out of the Cavaliers reply, and despite 20 from Warwick Armstrong and 26 late on from Duffy Cavaliers could only reach 107-6 as Education took the game and with it the League title. 

Cardiff Casuals made a late run into second spot with a win over OzBar Wizards. Kim Swain led the way with 50, backed up by 30 from Simon Gough and 25 from J Pike as Casuals posted 149-5, Hagger grabbed 2 wickets for OzBar to lead the attack. Bursts of 3-7 from K Mavely and 4-21 from J Roach took the game away from OzBar in short order, with Sheriton top scoring with just 16 in the reply as Casuals won by a very comfortable 76 runs. 

Rhiwbina were in the runs against GE Healthcare in the lower reaches of the table. Mike Street and J Down both blasted 54 as GE Healthcare struggled to maintain any control of the ball. Morgan Norey grabbed 3 wickets, with Robin Collier and Gareth Gibbs each snatching 2 as Rhiwbina rattled up 160-7. The loss of three wickets in the first over of the reply ended the game as a contest, R Sykes claiming 2-9 in his spell. Chris Norey restored a little pride, clubbing a fine 58, but it was in vain as Rhiwbina won by 69 runs. 

Education were in action again seeking a double, against Chartered Trust in the Cup Final. Batting first, Trust struggled for runs, with only Craig Mohring (24) and Rob John (27) making any impression as Trust struggled to just 89 all out. Andy Parry snatched 3 wickets in 4 balls at the death, after fine work from Tom Bailey (2-15), L Vincent (1-5) and Jack Lansdown (1-4). Defending such a small total was always going to be tricky, and despite good spells from H Liddell (1-6), Steve Mohring (1-7) and Craig Mohring (1-8 ) Steve Parker (26no) and Andy Parry (14no) brought the Cup to Education as well. Can they remain unbeaten and complete a triple in the Shield? 
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