Match Report Week 5 – 5th June 2006
With the weather finally amenable, the past week saw a full slate of Willow League games played, including Cup preliminary round matches postponed from two weeks ago. 

South Glamorgan Education took on Cardiff University Staff in their Cup match. Batting first the Staff found the early going tough as Jack Lansdown (2-10) and Andy Powell (1-9) rattled out the top order. Staff were indebted to a knock of 43, retired under new rules for this season, from Malik to enable them to post anything like a total as they closed on 90-4. In reply John Sparks (40 retired) and Nick Allen (27no) gave Education a great platform. Once Sparks had retired, there was a clatter of wickets as Simon Wallis (2-1) and Max Munday (1-11) gave the Staff a modicum of hope, but it was too little too late as Education ran out comfortable winners. 

GE Healthcare took on Rhiwbina in the other replayed Cup match. Batting first GE Healthcare never came to terms with a slow pitch as Rhiwbina’s bowlers totally dominated. McKenna (3-10) was the most successful as GE Healthcare slumped to 22-7 before finally succumbing for just 35. Rhiwbina wasted no time in reply with the runs chased down in short order in just under 6 overs. G Oliver hit 20no with D James adding 12no. 

Having met in the Cup, South Glamorgan Education squared off against Cardiff University Staff in the League two nights later. Batting first, Education showed that the Staff bowlers still hadn’t figured a way to contain John Sparks, or his opening partner Nick Allen, as the two proceeded to score at will against anything Staff could muster. When the innings closed, the two stood unbeaten with 180 runs on the board, Allen unbeaten on the season’s first century with 101, whilst Sparks contributed 60no. Chasing such a daunting target is never simple, and with Jack Lansdown (2-12) snaring a couple of early wickets, Staff were never really in the hunt. Ty Butterfield (17) and Raul (25) threatened briefly, but a burst of 4-5 from Tim Wegener ensured that the Staff had no way back as they closed on 112-9. 

GE Healthcare were also in action a second time, this time against Cardiff Casuals. Batting first GE Healthcare looked to have put their batting woes behind them as the first wicket raised 38 runs, but a three wicket haul in just 4 deliveries form Matt Foote burst that bubble, with the batting side slumping to 46-6 in short order. An excellent 36no from opener Andrew Tatnell was the major contribution to a total of 80-8. John Furnham ( 18 ) anchored the Casuals reply, though the chasing sides’ nerve was tested as Dave Powell (2-17), and a wicket each from Thomas Gane, Andrew Tatnell and Pete Tatnell reduced the home side to 47-5 at the halfway mark. Kim Swain (20no) and Andy Hood (11no) ensured that a collapse was averted and steered their side home with 4 overs to spare. 
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