The Willow League season closed this past week, with the destination of the Shield and Plate titles decided by the weather, and consequently, the calculator rather than bat or ball.

The Plate was taken by Cardiff Cavaliers. Although Sevenoaks HiFi were also unbeaten, the weather cost them 3 of their 4 games and left them no chance to catch Cavaliers, who were able to squeeze two matches in amongst the showers.

The Shield saw three teams locked on 7 points apiece, with calculators required to split South Glamorgan Education, Cardiff Casuals and Legal and General. L&G’s came out on top by merit of their superior batting rate and thus become 2004 Shield winners.

To recap the season, Chartered Trust won their first Willow League title, completing a memorable double when they also hoisted the Willow League Cup.

Although a team sport, it is individual performances which clinch matches. As befits a team which won the Shield by dint of high scoring, L&G claim the top two batsmen in the League, as Andy Ford added to his haul of batting titles with 357 runs at an average of 59.5. Teammate Dave Stevens placed second with 262 runs at 43.67. D Mogridge (OzBar) 203 at 40.6, Alistair Collyer (Sevenoaks HiFi) 238 at 39.67 and Richard Jones (Chartered Trust) 251 at 31.38 round out the top 5 qualifying batsmen. Special mention should go to Srini Venkat of Cardiff Casuals as the only player to score a century in the League.

The bowlers were led by Andy Campbell of Sevenoaks HiFi who bagged 11 wickets at just 8.55 runs apiece. Richard Childs (Chartered Trust) snagged 12 at 8.75, with Dave Stevens showing his all round value to L&G coming third with a League high 18 wickets at 9.06 each. Ian Court (Sevenoaks) 12 at 9.67 and Gareth Mills (Rhiwbina) 18 at 10.11 completing the top 5 qualifiers.

Andy Court (Sevenoaks) regained the wicket keeping award with a total of 8 dismissals, 5 catches and 3 stumpings.

