The Willow League is hotting up as the penultimate round of matches was played this past week. Going into the week, 4 teams were contesting the top spot: South Glamorgan Education, Chartered Trust, Cardiff Casuals and Rhiwbina.

Education and Rhiwbina squared off in a winner take all match. Batting first Education were given a great start by John Sparks (45) and B Reynolds (89) as the Rhiwbina bowlers struggled on a batman friendly pitch. G Mills and Navin Bose each picked up a wicket, but Education powered their way to 172-3. Some tight bowling from Andy Powell (0-6) and a pair of early wickets to Andy Parry Jnr (2-17) effectively ended the game as a contest. A Crowther did carry his bat for a well played 41 but it was too little in the context of the match as Rhiwbina closed on 83-6.

Chartered Trust faced OzBar Wizards looking to consolidate their position. John Cooper (31) and Richard Jones (20) gave Trust a strong start, and whilst no one went on to a big score, contributions came down the entire order, with Adrian Sen hitting 27 and Dale Owen 30no, as trust secured maximum batting points, with 157-5. The OzBar reply was derailed by a superb spell of 4-10 from Mike Harding, and never recovered. Ian Darracott hit 22no, but Trust’s total was never in danger as hey secured a full 20 pints by dismissing OzBar for 70.

Cardiff Casuals were victims of Wednesday nights storm, so whilst they didn’t lose any ground, they also didn’t make any up.

In other action a run feast was served up at Llandaff Oval between British Airways and Cardiff Cavaliers. BA recovered from a slow start with some big hitting from Will Struthers (76no) and Al Pyke (41) as BA posted a formidable 163-3. Wayne Childs (2-22) was the most successful Cavalier bowler, but Ross Bowen was the pick with 0-9 in 4 overs. The Cavalier reply was nothing short of spectacular as Dominic Dwyer (68) and Warwick Armstrong (84no) put on 138 for the first wicket, Chris Winger eventually separating the pair. With that start, Cavaliers were not to be denied their first win of the season, by the comfortable margin of 8 wickets.

The only other game possible saw Sevenoak HiFi take on Cardiff University Staff. Sevenoaks elected to field first and were justified in their decision as their bowlers dominated the early proceedings. James Alaway (2-7), Andy Campbell (1-8) and Brian Condon (1-7) left the Staff innings in tatters. Tim Westlake hit 21 and R Lewis 22no to spare the Staff’s blushes somewhat, but the innings closed on a disappointing 63-7. Whatever demons had been in the pitch had vanished by the time Alistair Collyer strode to the wicket, as he smashed 46 not out propelling Sevenoaks to a 7 wicket victory with some 5 overs to spare.
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