It was a battle of the unbeaten’s this week in the Willow League as South Glamorgan Education clashed with British Airways.

Batting first BA was held in check, with only Jason Owens (12) reaching double figures. The Lansdown brothers Jack (2-10) and Danny (2-5) ripped out the middle order, leaving Steve Parker (4-11) to finish off proceedings. BA closing on a disappointing 61 all out. Education didn’t have it all their own way in the chase as Owens contributed an excellent spell of 3-8 with support from Chris Davies (1-4). John Sparks (14), Paul Harding (17no) and Andy Parry (14no) managed enough batting to squeeze their team home by 4 wickets and claim the outright lead in the League.

Education were in action again during the week, against OzBar Wizards. Batting first Education were keyed by 37no from Andy Parry on their way to 111-3. Singh bowled a superb spell of 1-4 for OzBar, but had little in the way of support. OzBar made a good start in terms of the asking rate, but contrived to destroy their top order in a series of run outs, the most telling the loss of Vinod for 36 at a time he looked capable of dominating the attack. Rob Jones (22) flourished briefly but Steve Parker (2-10) again showed his value as OzBar were bowled out for 98.

Sevenoaks HiFi and Legal & General are two teams searching for direction this season. Batting first L&G got good contributions from their top order with G Price the pick on 51no. With Ash hitting 35 and Steven 43 L&G rattled up an impressive 146-4. The Penarth ground is usually good for scoring and Sevenoaks saw their top three all get scores, as Higgins (20), James Alaway (26) and Alistair Collyer (38no) dealt handily with the L&G attack. The introduction of Stevens into the attack failed to stem the flow of runs, but did start a tumble of wickets as he bagged 5-31. Chris Stork battled gamely for 21 but L&G clung on by just 16 runs.

Big runs were also the order of the day for Chartered Trust as they took on struggling GE Healthcare. Richard Childs (36) and Richard Jones (84no) shared an opening stand of 78 in just 11 overs as Trust rattled up 155-3. Robin Collier and Andy Tebbutt (both 1-24) were the pick of the GE Healthcare attack. In reply Gordon Stephenson (21) and Ray Ismail (18) raised 40 for the opening wicket, but once this pair was separated the innings fell apart. Steve Morris (2-14) and Danny Clegg (2-7) were the most successful bowlers as GE Healthcare closed on 69-7.
