The Willow League Cup semi-finals were the main focus for the action this past week.

In the first match Cardiff Casuals took on Chartered Trust. Electing to bat Trust were quickly put in trouble by an excellent spell of 2-6 from Dan Lewis, and were grateful to Jon Cooper (38) and Rob John (12) for stopping the rot. Dale Owen (33) provided some much needed push in the middle order and cameos of 10 each from Jon Griffiths and Sandy Gupta propelled Trust to a respectable 135-8 in their 20 overs. Good spells from Andy Hood (1-7), Paul Stephens (1-9) and Phil Biggs (0-9) helped prevent Trust from really piling on the runs.

In reply, Casuals were given a great start by Simon Gough (37) and Mark Stephens (14) before Rob John (1-7), Mike Harding (0-9), Steve Morris (0-7) and Adrian Sen (1-7) applied some brakes. Phil Biggs (21), Dan Lewis (13) and Andy Hood (16no) tried to claw things back for Casuals but the ask from the final over was just too much as Trust clung on to take the victory and their place in the final by a margin of just 3 runs, Casuals closing on 132-9.

In the second match, Rhiwbina, in just their first full seaon in the League, faced the might South Glamorgan Education, multiple time League and Cup winners.

Batting first, Education were quickly behind the game as spells of 1-9 from K Morris, 1-8 from N Street, 1-9 from S Williams and 1-13 from Navin Bose left them reeling. John Sparks (19), Chris Franklin (28) and Andy Parry Jnr (14) helped Education to crawl past 100, but even this total would have been beyond them were it not for some wayward Rhiwbina bowling gifting an extra 22 runs. Education closed on a disappointing 103-8.

Education haven’t won titles by being one dimensional, and quickly made inroads into the Rhiwbina order through Tim Wegener (1-6). Almost single-handedly Andrew Thomas defied the Education attack as wickets continued to fall at regular intervals at the opposite end. He brought up his half century, with only one of his batting colleagues able to find double figures, and carried his bat for 61 valuable runs, hitting the winning runs with a full two overs and 3 wickets to spare to send yet another team through to their first ever appearance in the Cup Final.

A new name will be engraved onto the Willow League Cup on Tuesday 20th July, after the match at Wenvoe.

In the only League game of the week British Airways looked to regroup for a run at the title as bottom club GE Healthcare simply looked to open their League account. Batting first GE Healthcare were blown away for just 46 (Jason Owens 4-6, Russell McDonald 16). BA won by 4 wickets (Robin Collier 2-15), Chris Davies 11).

