The Willow League’s Shield and Plate competitions finally got under way this past week, with bad weather having wiped out the first round of matches.

In the Shield, League Champion Chartered Trust faced South Glamorgan Education. Batting first Education were indebted to a solid performance from John Sparks who carried his bat through the innings for 44no, gaining support lower down the order from John Richards (21) and Neil Francis (23no) as Education posted 110-4. Richard Jones (2-3) was the pick of the Trust attack. The Trust reply didn’t feature one big score but with contributions down the order, they were never far behind the rate. Jon Cooper top scored with 31, with Sandy Gupta (13) and Adrian Sen (14) providing good support. Dan Lansdown (0-8) was the pick of the bowlers, though it was the wicket taken by Andy Parry and R Litchfield (both 2-19) that enabled Education to hld on in some comfort for a 17 run win as Trust closed on 93-8.

In the Plate, Cardiff University Staff were invited to bat by Cardiff Cavaliers. Early wickets (Parsons 2-12, Bowen 1-15, Duffy 1-11) seemed to justify the decision, but an unbeaten 57 from Simon Wallis, with 20no from Stojanovic helped the Staff side t close on a defensible 101-4. A steady opening spell (0-12) from Paul Maliphant slowed the Cavliers reply, but once the change bowling was introduced, Nick Hutchings helped himself to a glut of runs, crashing 65 before he fell to Wallis. Andy Steadman (18no) and Dominic Dwyer (7no) completed the easy win for Cavaliers with fully 15 balls to spare.

The other Plate game saw GE Healthcare, still in search of a first win, take on Sevenoaks HiFi. Batting first GE Healthcare made slow progress in the face of some steady Sevenoaks bowling. Dave Powell (23no) top scored the innings, supported by Ray Ismail (10), Gordon Stephenson (11) and Paul Griffiths (10) as GE Healthcare crawled to 69-4 in their allotted overs. Brian Condon (1-6) was the pick of the Sevenoaks attack. Sevenoaks lost wickets at a steady rate, but were always picking up runs. Ray Ismail (2-9), Ian James (2-14) and Andy Tebbutt (2-13) all contributed with the ball, but Sevenoaks rallied behind Dave Nash (16no) and James Alaway (7no) to ease home by 3 wickets with 11 balls to spare.

