Back to School to Teach a Lesson to Education

Tuesday 13th July 2004 v’s South Glamorgan Education @ Cathedral School

Our last league game of the season saw a repeat of last season’s winner takes all final game against South Glam with the knowledge that win and your in with a chance of the title ……… depending on another result down the road!

Going into this game on a 4 game losing streak I knew that things were on our side when with the toss safely lost we were put into bat by a team only having 10 players available – but with this teams pedigree 10 is usually be enough!

Steve ‘stepped’ in for the injured Paul and I was called up to replace the councillor Stephens.  Welcome back to Rob from the wilderness and Srini from India.

With the opening pair of Rob ‘first up’ Chase and John ‘dependable’ Furnham, two of the top five highest runs scorers of the current players in the club I knew we were in for a solid foundation.

So with my sound judgement living up to its previous reputation we quickly found ourselves 2 down with both Rob (4 - bowled) and John (1 caught) back in the pavilion with just nine on the board (or there would’ve been if we’d had one!)

Srini ‘venomous’ Venkat was in at number 3 and was joined by Simon ‘happy go lucky’ Gough at number 4.  Simon struggling at the crease before being bowled for 2 and then struggling to contain himself on his way out – his happy go lucky attitude having been temporarily misplaced.

Steve ‘blimey?’ O’Reilly was next up and quick partnership of 13 was ended when Srini fell caught and bowled for 6 (26 for 4).

Will ‘never listen to the call of this batsmen EVER ! (but I’m not bitter)’ Goad was next to the crease who was accompanied to the middle by an odd looking man dressed in white (Rob) rambling around unable to navigate his way to the position of umpire, seemingly giving up at one stage, before being vocally encouraged to take up the position.

Another swift partnership ensued with Steve striking out and accumulating 16 before being caught (36 for 5)

I was next in and then out again with a quick impression of the hokey cokey - run out for 0 without facing a ball - only myself to blame! (36 for 6).

Ed ‘great’ Dain arrived swiftly and with a very useful rapid partnership of 18 in just over 2 overs departed after being bowled for 15 (54 for 7)

Andy ‘sixer’ Furnham joined Will and with a crucial effort of 31 for the eighth wicket gave us something to bowl at with both Will (LBW for 10) and Andy (bowled for 22) falling in the last over to leave Justin ‘titter ye not’ Thomas and Dan ‘anyone for a short’ Lewis not out 3 and 0 respectively.

Final score 90 for 9 (20 overs)
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The crowd had built up during the appetizer and there were fully 5 of them (including political leaders) by the time we took to the field to defend our total

Opening the bowling ‘dead eye’ Dan and ‘torpedo’ Thomas (not to be confused with ‘dough boy’ Thomas although tits a plenty there I think you’ll agree? …..Oh yes the cricket.

Dan and Justin both bowled excellently, Dan taking the wicket of their captain and wicket keeper (1 – 2 for 1) in the first over with a well judged LBW appeal by Goughy from behind the stumps to leave the opposition with doubt in their minds as to whether the total wasn’t all that bad after all.

Justin’s second over saw the removal of their no. 3 batsman (4) with the help of a catch from Steve (9 for 2).  In Justin’s third over a no ball unnerved their no. 4 batsman before he was bowled for 1 (15 for 3).

An ‘un-casual’ piece of fielding (of late) saw their dangerman batsman no. 5 perish to a run out for 2 trying to take on the talking horse and fail with good work from Simon ‘knock em down son’ Gough (18 for 4)

At the end of 8 overs (Justin’s fourth was a maiden) they were 21 for 4 with Dan returning 4-0-13-1 and Justin 4-1-7-2 – safe to say we were in the zone!

Srini and Ed came in at first change with Srini unlucky in the first over.  Ed’s first few deliveries saw him just taking aim before dismissing batsman no. 2 bowled for 16 (30 for 5).  Srini’s second and last over before a break to change ends ended the resistance of batsman no. 6 for 2 with a fine catch in the deep from Andy Furnham (30 for 6) – the natives were restless!

Ed fresh from the success of the previous over then removed batsman no. 8 for 0 caught by John F (32 for 7)

In to the fray came Andy F and with 8 overs to go nothing was certain as the defending champions are a dangerous side whatever their position.  Never in doubt was Andy’s commitment and nerve and he was rewarded with the wicket of batsman no. 9 bowled for 0 (37 for 8 ).

Ed wrapped the victory up with the first ball of his third over taking the last wicket, batsman no. 7 bowled for 7 (37 all out).

Srini finishing with figures of 2-0-4-1, And F with 1-0-5-1 and Ed just shading it over Justin with 2.1-0-7-3

37 all out off 13.1 overs

(extras 4 – NB 1; W 2; LB 1)

All in all a superb bowling performance backed up by an excellent fielding display with good communication from all in the field – a good bounce back from losing 4 on the trot.  The foot jinx struck Paul’s replacement with Steve having to pull out of Sunday’s game at The Moat with a ‘sore foot’ that required crutches after saving 4 with unknown (and they still are) football skills.

Excellent banter in the Butcher’s after the game followed by disturbing tales from the beer garden about Mad Mike and the EVBR!!

Sadly the following day news reached the Casuals via telegram and pigeon that a catastrophic event had taken place at a time identical to that of our own game …… Chartered Trust had beaten L&G in a game that went down to the last ball!  No sour grapes though (as I’m sure you would’ve picked up from my forum comments!) we haven’t beaten Chartered Trust yet(!) this season and until we do we probably don’t deserve any silverware?

Played lots, won more than we’ve lost, lost too many important ones!

