Match - Cardiff Casuals v Cardiff Sri Lankans (Friendly) 
Venue - Wenvoe 
Date - Sunday 23rd May 2004 

Bumper Sunday Crowd Witness Wenvoe Oval Thriller 

Another glorious Sunday afternoon welcomed both teams to the well manicured lawns which we now know as home. A 40 over festival of cricket awaited the expectant multitude and a tea prepared by Mrs G & friends awaited the already plump team. 

My thanks go to toss sponsor, Mr G an up the Rovers yob from across the water (who sported one of the many tacky ‘I now support England rugby’ piece of tat just to show that he means no harm) for the doubled headed £2 coin which the opposition captained luckily called tails. 

Deciding to bat on what looked like a good wicket (like I’d know !) I set about trying to remember the batting line up from the team sheet - which I’d forgotten - only to be reminded after announcing that Ed and the aforementioned Mr G were to open that Chris Durnall was down to open, but the decision was taken and and so to play ….. 

After a solid opening Ed misjudged one and was bowled for 9 (18 for 1), enter (a little later than planned) Chris Durnall and after a short partnership of 4 Chris was adjudged (by myself) LBW for 0 (22 for 2). 

Srini was next in and both he and Simon enjoyed their stand of 44 with some fine stroke play including a well timed six off a full toss for Simon who then returned a catch to the bowler for the third time this season falling for 26 (66 for 3). 

I was in at 5 and watched from the non-strikers as Srini became increasingly frustrated during the next over, which included several LBW appeals, before allowing the final ball though to be bowled for 25 (66 for 4). 

Steve O arrived and with fine words of wisdom exchanged between one another about time and overs I just about managed to go before him allowing one through my pathetic defence to be bowled for 4 (78 for 5) closely followed by Steve after the drinks break also bowled for 3 (78 for 6). 

John ‘Foxy’ Prior and Andy ‘sixer’ Furnham filled the 7 and 8 slots providing another constructive stand of 23 before Andy was caught and bowled for 11 (101 for 7) deciding against his better judgement to play defensive. 

Paul was called forward to assist the fluent Foxy who was rolling back the layers, sorry years, with some fine shots (I SAY YOU WERE PLAYING VERY WELL JOHN … YES). Paul more than matching Foxy for scoring prowess during an enjoyable stand of 46 before allowing one through to be bowled for 23 (147 for 
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Scott swaggered to the crease with the confidence of his batting display from the previous Tuesday fresh in the memory, swaggering back shortly after being bowled for 0 (147 for 9) 

With the overs almost complete Dan could take the carefree approach and have a go at whatever came his way, which unfortunately was nothing, as, after a quick 2, Foxy was bowled for 26 (149 all out off 39.4 overs). 

There then followed what can only be described as a vision in the clubhouse. Women serving the tea which they had previously prepared with their own fine hands! One just had to stand there and admire this marvel that had befallen us – well as long as Mr G wasn’t looking ! 

With the sun still high in the blue sky we took to the field with Dan and Andy F opening the attack, each successful in excellent first spells. Dan returning a parsimonious 5-2-6-2 (both bowled) and Andy equally economical with 5-1-16-1 (caught by Ed at mid off – I think?). 

Second up pairing Ed and Paul kept the Sri Lankans in check with tight figures of 5-1-14-0 and 5-0-18-0 to keep us in the contest. Although they had wickets in hand they were behind the run rate and the pressure was building. The pressure was increased with some excellent fielding to back up the bowlers and also a lot of banter in the field which made my job a lot easier. 

Deciding to slow things down a bit Scotty was brought on at the clubhouse end and although appearing to go for a few (3-0-23-0), one big six over the fence and into the garden and one almost straight through Chris Durnall’s head which he superbly fielded close-in, the batsmen gave a couple of chances which fell short. 

Accompanying Scott at the other end for his second spell was Dan who had a superb delivery caught acrobatically behind by Simon in a lively spell of 3-0-11-1. 

Calling the foxmaester to the clubhouse end with his experienced arm returned a fine spell of 4-0-15-0 with both batsmen uneasy. 

Again back for a second spell Ed delivered a stingy 3-0-8-0 to build the pressure back onto the batsmen in what was turning out to be an enthralling contest. 

With a couple of run outs also thrown into the equation from Dan and Srini the ever increasingly vocal field sensed victory and closed in around the nervous batsmen. 

Paul retuned for his final spell (3-1-6-1) and was rewarded with their top scorer (66) LBW which was generously given by the umpire in a good change in pace to his first spell. The casuals smelt blood – Goughy apologised and admitted he’d had one too many nibbles of the carrot cake and was suffering for his greed – the field spread. 

Srini came on for the final 3 overs from the clubhouse end with Andy F taking the odd one from the other end (so to speak ! – I think he may have told us that one before?). Srini ecstatic with 2.2-0-9-2 (both bowled) matched with Andy’s captain’s dream over of 1-0-1-1 (caught and bowled) 

135 all out off 39.2 overs 

One of the best and most enjoyable games I’ve played in which was also played in an excellent spirit by both teams. [image: image2.png]



