Match Report : Cardiff Casuals v Colwinstone Sunday 16th May. 

Cast your mind back to distant times, a bright sunny afternoon waiting for the opposition to arrive. As usual with this fixture the match did not get underway until after 3.00pm and after the opposition had decided they only wanted to play 30 overs (disappointing for a Sunday afternoon – thanks to those who kept reminding me!) we got underway. The oppo won the toss and elected to bat. They set off at a fair old pace and with bowlers restricted to 5 overs most of us took a bit of a pasting – the batting was pretty good from their openers (86 and 22 respectively). The bowling figures tell the story (Dan 5 overs 0-27, Justin 5 overs 0-32, Paul 5 overs 1-27, Scotty 5 overs 0-23, Andy F 5 overs 1-31, Andy h 5 overs 3 for 17). Scotty bowled a very good spell forgetting to put in the odd “pie ball” which takes the wickets, and the Captain put a little too much “back” into it and is now to be found batting up the order. Also worth noting was a fine catch by Richie running in from the deep to see off their opener before he made it to 100. Their final total 173 for 5 looked quite an ask off 30. 

But it was a bright sunny afternoon and the Goffmeister had a point to make, a statement to be heard, a performance to be seen (no one sells him short of ten overs and gets away with it!). So with this in mind we got off to a steady start with John P falling in the fourth over for 4 which brought Srini and Goughy together – the runs started to flow but at no point was it safe to ease off. Their partnership of 83 saw us past the 100 mark in the eighteenth over – Simon finally went in his now customary fashion caught and bowled (he’s just soooo “straight”). In strode Richie pondering the LBW law which upto then had been his best mate, but the tide had turned (?) and he played an authoritative innings especially under pressure when Srini was out for a fine 54 – in years gone by (oh and they have gone by…) this might have been a signal for collapse but the tail is made of sterner stuff and it wagged handsomely – Richie making twenty , a quick six from Steve O, a sturdy and quick 17 Not out from Andy f, 5 from the old captain, and finished in style by Paul (8 not out). 176 for 6 scored in 28 overs. Excellent victory leaving the oppo to rue one that got away. 
