Sunday 11th July 2004 v’s Machen @ Machen 

Our first visit to Machen began with the news that wicketkeeper CD had had to withdraw, and even sadder news was to follow in that he was unavailable for the game due to a chest infection. So with 10 (mainly) stout fellows in tow the convoy headed east to pastures new. 

Having won the toss I decided to put the opposition in to bat, although confusion reigned for a short period with all 22 players (we’d borrowed 1 of their players) taking to the field before their captain realised the error of his ways and the game began. 

Justin ‘tits’ Thomas opened the bowling with Paul ‘stepper’ Stephens both returning excellent opening spells of 4-2-7-0 and 6-1-14-0 respectively. 

First change saw Kevin ‘ripper’ Mavely completely dispel this newly acquired title by legging the opposition 28 runs in his opening 3 over salvo (3-0-28-0) with Paul’s replacement Jeff ‘mean boy’ Clapham tightening up the other end (!) with an uninterrupted spree of 8-0-27-2 - both of Jeff’s wickets being adjudged LBW. 

During Jeff’s spell John ‘foxy’ Prior had bewildered the batsmen at the other end with his cunning deliveries returning 5-1-21-2 with both wickets being gained by dislodging the bails (he bowled them!). 

Assisting Jeff towards the end of his spell Mark ‘snorter of a ball’ Stephens took over from foxy with another bagful of tricks available from his armoury – sadly however, with their main batsman getting his eye in and also having padlocked Mark’s bag it was a empty handed return of 5-0-43-0 – that 100 will come Mark! 

With Jeff’s full stint over Justin was back with his second spell and, although conceding a rather large (huge) straight six, took the wicket of their main batter (bowled) with an effort of 4-0-27-2 (both bowled) to finish with 8-2-34-2. 

Continuing the trend of follow-ups Kevin redeemed himself with an excellent death effort of 3-0-12-2 (both caught – Edward (guest) – good fielder and would-be batter!) and Justin (a skier) 

The final nail in the coffin (to continue the death theme) saw Paul return to finish off his last 2 overs with figures of 2-0-21-2 (1 bowled and 1 caught by sibling Mark) – all this after completing a trio of ball tampering incidents with the boot 

Following in the illustrious footsteps of Dave ‘tubs’ Thomas (Sully Centurions) and Andy ‘EVBR’ Furnham (Barry Wanderers) Paul decided to resurrect the ‘cricket ball bolero’ but succumbed to the ‘oh fuck my ankle foxtrot’ when attempting to field the ball in the deep. Dan has already requested the contributions to be submitted for the ankle academy master class of foot fielding. 

All in all a gettable total (or so I thought!) of 206 all out off 40 overs 
(29 extras – 19 wides;2 leg byes; 8 byes) 

Over / runs / wickets running totals 
5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 
11 30 60 70 105 152 172 206 
0 0 1 3 4 4 6 a/o 

and so to bat …………… 

Mark and Paul opened the batting with Paul promoted up the order with the hope that he could make use of ankle before it seized up. Alas it wasn’t to be after a well struck 4 he was bowled (5 for 1) quickly followed by Mark falling to the ‘snorter yorker’ (7 for 2). In at number 3 was our guest player borrowed from the opposition the grandly named Edward Foxsmith (also known as foxy!) who looked assured in his strokeplay and more than capable of steadying the ship. 

Sadly with the waters becoming ever more choppy Colin (bowled for 0) came and went (7 for 3) followed by Steve ‘YES!’ O’Reilly. Steve obviously confused by the presence of a ‘foxy’ at the other end shouted rather too excitedly at a suicide run and Edward was run out for 2 (8 for 4). 

Scotty decided that he would make a mockery of the conditions (which were conducive to batting) by bludgering his way to 14 with a six and 2 fours only to be adjudged LBW (24 for 5). I was next in and with Steve still there I received the YES call to hear a celebration at the end I had just left with Steve (run out 1) trudging back to the collection of bags which we know as the pavilion (35 for 6). 

Jeff joined me at the crease (!) and after a six over partnership I departed for 17 (caught on the boundary going for another six) allowing Kevin to accompany Jeff for the remainder of the innings. Sadly Jeff (caught wk for 12) hadn’t read the script and with Kevin (bowled for 6) soon to follow it was left to Justin and the real foxy to see out the remaining 28 overs. Two balls later Justin caught for 0) edged one to the keeper and with foxy stranded on 0 not out the game was over. 

A pathetic 68 all out off an even more pathetic 12.2 overs 

It’s quite amazing really that we about there on the required run rate – we just needed another 30 odd batsmen! – having already used 10 very odd batsmen to start with! 

Over / runs / wickets running totals 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
6 7 7 8 24 35 41 46 48 56 58 64 
1 2 3 4 5 6 6 6 6 6 6 9 

They’re also interested in playing us again in a Sunday friendly this year as they have no games arranged on a Sunday due to a fixture mix up – I think we could give them a much better game as our fielding was probably one of our worst – the batting speaks for itself! 

Injury news Paul will be out for at least 12 -14 days.
