1st round of Cup vs. Amersham @ Llanrumney 20 May 2004





After starting badly – i.e. down to 10 men before the game, we won the toss and decided to put them in to bat. Negotiation had already taken place to decide a strategy on who was going to bowl the extra 2 overs (as we were a man down) – the decision was that Amersham could choose the bowler after having seeing everyone bowl (Who was it going to be? – there were a few bets being laid…).





Anyway, Ed and Andy F opened the bowling and did not allow Amersham to get into any sort of groove, allowing only 7 runs from their combined 4 overs. Frustrated, Amersham tried to up the pace this allowed Will and Mark to capitalise. Will took the first wicket (bowled 14-1), and Mark then got an lbw and a caught and bowled from his last 2 balls (8-2), leaving him on a hat-trick when he next bowls – next year. Amersham took a little bit of a shine to Scotty’s bowling (though this was all part of a larger plan), good fielding from Ed and Will kept the boundaries to a minimum. Paul kept things tight the other end and got a well-deserved wicket (7-1) caught by Steveo (hands were in mouths as Steve ran, gloves outstretched, towards the looping ball – he caught it comfortably...in the end). This left 3 bowlers remaining before the choice of extra bowler was to be made. Foxy bowled well, Manish gave nothing away (1-1, caught Dan), and Dan scared the living sh*t out of the batsman by bowling 2 no balls (one of which when for 4) that cleared the batsman’s head (and the wicket keepers). A good come back returned figures of 3-6 – caught Steve, bowled, caught Scotty. The choice of bowler was .....Scotty! Thinking they could give him a spanking, Scotty did what is now familiar and took 2 wickets (both bowled 9-2). The total somehow 92 all out.





With little expectation Steveo and Dan opened the batting. Steve plundered a 4, took a couple of singles then went for a true to form shot, missed the slow, loopy, straight one (almost hit it at the 3rd attempt) and was bowled (6). Manish came and went, mis-reading the line (bowled 2). Mark joined Dan in the middle they enjoyed a brief spell of quick scoring, before Mark went for 7 (caught), and Dan went “going for the big one” for 18 (bowled). Having scored less than half the required total after half the overs and 4 wickets down, the captain was a little worried. There was no need, 2 good scoring overs from Ed (including 2 big 6’s) and being ably supported by Paul the pair casually steered the team home with 5 and a half over remaining. Ed (38 no) and Paul (15 no).





Played 7 Won 5 – bring on Sevenoaks in the 2nd round.


