Match Report Week 6 – 14th June 2006
The Willow League Cup took centre stage this past week, with the quarter-final stage being contested. 

British Airways faced Cardiff Casuals and having chosen to bat were under the cosh immediately. Dan Lewis (1-3) and Paul Stephens (2-6) knocked over the top order, and BA never recovered. Jon Green hit 26 to give his side a measure of respectability, but 65 all out was never enough. Mark Stephens and Jon Prior also bagged a pair of wickets each for Casuals. In reply BA had a good start as Chris Davies (1-2) grabbed an early wicket, but John Furnham (22no) and Simon Gough (26no) saw Casuals home comfortably. 

Casuals are drawn to face the winner of the South Glamorgan Education and Sevenoaks HiFi match. Batting first, Education looked to a good second wicket partnership between Nick Allen (37) and Paul Harding (19) to set the platform for a decent total. Although wickets fell at regular intervals, contributions from Bailey (13) and Ingram (20) down the order saw Education close on 137-7. Simon Elliot (1-8 ) and Brian Condon (1-9) were the most successful Sevenoaks bowlers. The Sevenoaks reply was dead in the water almost as soon as it started, with Tim Wegener (2-2) and Peter Lansdown (2-5) knocking over the top order. A further three wickets from a single Nick Allen over ended the game as a contest, though Kevin Hull (19no) and Lee Court (27no) restored a little pride, even if the result wasn’t in doubt. Casuals meet Education in the first semi-final on 26th June. 

Legal & General played Chartered Trust. Batting first L&G’s innings was anchored by 39 from G Hannah, with good contributions from Richard Lewis (24), Andy Ford (23) and Duncan Boffin (16). Chartered Trust didn’t help their cause by sending down 26 wide deliveries as L&G closed on 147-6. Only Richard Jones (1-4) and Peter Collet 1-11 emerged with any credit on the bowling front. The Trust reply featured double digit scores from most batsmen, but no one played a major innings as L&G looked to have done enough to contain the rate. Dale Owen and Hugh Liddell both hit 24, but the innings turned in the 15th over, which cost L&G 22 runs, and provided enough momentum for Trust to crawl over the finish line with 4 balls to spare. Richard Lewis (1-5) held the attack together at the top of the innings, and Hannah grabbed 2-7 late on, but L&G didn’t have quite enough control, with a further 26 extra deliveries sent down. Chartered Trust will face the winner of Rhiwbina and OzBar Wizards. 

In League action, Sevenoaks HiFi (137ao Mike Williams 39, Chris Stork 37, Robin Collier 4-19) beat GE Healthcare (108-6 Lee Gibbs 48, Gordon Stephenson 26, Kevin Hull 4-13) 
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