It was an unusual week in the Willow League this past week, and events have thrown the title wide open.

Unbeaten League leader South Glamorgan Education hosted Legal & General. Batting first, L&G’s innings was dominated by Andy Ford who carried his bat for a magnificent 68 no out. Support was limited, with extras providing the second highest score of 25. Dave Stevens hit 15 and Gavin Hornibrook 10 as L&G posted 144-5, Andy Powell (2-22) was the most successful Education bowler.

Education started slowly, losing John Sparks (6) early on, but Dan Lansdown (20) and Paul Harding (48) repaired the damage and looked to be in control of the game. Gavin Hornibrook (3-24) snagged Lansdown’s wicket, and that of Peter Lansdown in quick succession at the end of his spell to slow the progress. Batting around Harding, the Education middle order failed en masse for once, until Neil Francis and Jack Lansdown (both 16) provided some impetus at the tail of the innings. The key was the wicket of Harding, and when he fell to Mike Spencer (3-21), the writing was on the wall, Education coming up 14 runs adrift for their first defaet of the season.

At the opposite end of the table, GE Healthcare enjoyed a rare good start to an innings, as they played Sevenoaks HiFi. A superb spell of 3-14 from Robin Collier, backed up by 2-15 from Dave Powell had Sevenoaks reeling at 29-5. However, a 54 run partnership between Dan Vadgama (30) and Chris Stork (13) restored some order, before both fell to Ian James (2-23). A late burst from Steve Game (3-14) saw GE Healthcare record their first 10 wicket haul of the season as Sevenoaks were bowled out for 97.

Despite an early wicket, GE Healthcare looked to be doing well in reply as Ray Ismail (26) and Rupert Jones (16) raised 27 in good time for the second wicket. A miserly spell of 2-8 from Brian Condon put the brakes on, and gave Sevenoaks the edge as GE Healthcare had to start chasing the game. Ian Court picked up 3-19 as GE Healthcare folded to 74 all out.

South Glamorgan Education’s loss has thrown the table wide open, with Chartered Trust taking over top spot by just 0.2 points. Education drops to second with L&G third, just ahead of Cardiff Casuals and British Airways.

