Cardiff Casuals v Barry Wanderers @ Sully Hospital - Sunday 25th April 2004. Weather �conditions warm and sunny. Pitch conditions slow and low - but much smoother...��This report is from memory so apologies to anyone slandered.��Lost the toss and put in to field. The opening batsmen got off to a quickish start scoring seven off my first over - but Ed got a good wicket with his first ball which made them slightly more defensive - however they continued to lose regular wickets until a seventh wicket stand of 60 odd by their Captain +1. A rare bowling outing for Srini saw a fine spell of five overs although it did risk a spell on a ventilator - (sorry Srini i can't remember if you got one or two wickets, probably two). At the other end our young leg spinner (Kevin) had his maiden spell for the casuals - gaining some prodigious turn (up the hill) - which had the batsman,  Chris (keeper) and John f in the slips baffled - the future looks good, but on this occasion the luck was not with Kevin as far as wickets �were concerned. Meanwhile Mr lucky (Scotty) himself took over from Srini at the  top end - first ball, appeal, up goes the finger - thank you very much. Although the decision did seem a little marginal Scotty did bowl a good spell which was possibly better than his six for last season but resulted in only the one wicket this time. After Kevins six (?) overs Foxy came on and was carted to all corners of the ground - how the mighty have fallen - certainly some room for improvement (last nets tonight!) - no seriously not that bad but no wickets this time although there were a couple of half chances which �younger casuals might have got in years past. For the final half dozen overs Ed and I came back and the final four wickets fell quickly with Ed ending with three and I four. �Barry Wanderers 136 all out.��136 might seem a lowish score to chase but as we all know you have to work hard at Sully Hospital for your runs: John f and Mark scratched around for the first eight overs before Mark was judged (rightly) lbw - we continued to score slowly as Chris D struggled against low bounce eventually being caught at gully off the back of his bat having been slightly early on a leg glance. This brought Srini to the crease with the full weight of expectation on him - the opposition certainly remembered him from last year. There were a few signs of fluency as he and John started to make headway, but then Srini failed to get far enough forward to a slow ball which was judged (plum)? Oh the �joys of umpiring. In strides a somewhat subdued Goughy - strangely quiet all afternoon - lost on the boundaries - but now definitely having a role to play - this was  the crux time for us - a couple of wickets at this stage could have had us faltering - however John and Simon built a solid partnership - John building in confidence playing a number of fine cover drives passed fifty - eventually tiring after nearly thirty overs at the crease falling for a steady 60 (having been dropped on 6). Colin our next batsman in was under �pressure to score a few quick runs to keep us in the hunt - so after a few overs of ably supporting Simon he was run out in true Casual fashion. Next in Ed still on a high from his bowling efforts - faces a bad bowl no score - next ball pretty good smashed for six - very casual. By now we had caught up the scoring rate and Ed and Simon were able to finish off in style  - Ed smashing another cracking four to cow corner. Simon 33 not out �(?). Casuals 137 for 5. Thanks to Steve, Paul and Steve jnr for their support.��Don't forget nets tonight (John Prior I forgot you have the balls - no pun - hopefully you �can make it?).��Played 1 Won 1.


