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The day dawned sunny, sticky and hot - the might of Miskin Manor awaited. The minnows that were the casuals quaked in trepidation (quaking casuals are not a pleasant sight and this might have had something to do with the result?). Anyway on with the quest. The now customary Churchills meeting saw a motley crew of somewhat overweight, unfit, medically challenged and Ed ready for action. A short journey to Miskin without serious incident (me missing the turning is not a serious incident!) saw us arrive a good 45 minutes before most of the oppo. 

After warming up for ten minutes with Will’s swinging ball everyone was knackered and took rest in what shade was to be had. The outfield was closely mown and a hard looking batting track promised a high scoring game. The opp arrived about 2.25 looking somewhat younger and fitter that the casuals (cunning ploy to lull false sense of security?). The captain accompanied me out to the middle regaling me with tales of daring do from the previous day (something about St Fagans scoring 300+ and them scoring 240+ in reply) - oooh scarey. I was quite pleased to lose the toss as i was undecided on what to do. They chose to bat probably working on the premise of putting the game beyond us. 

Their opening partnership started quickly with Ed going for 20 off his first 4. the team fielded well saving many runs on the quick outfield. Paul bowled steadily in his first spell but no wickets looked forthcoming. Andy f and Jeff (fist game of the season) took over and put on the breaks with some accurate bowling - Andy f forcing the first breakthrough - Andy H taking a diving catch at gully (some might say this was the key turning point of the match!). Jeff was not to be outdone and took the no.3's wicket for 5. The final bowling pairing was the eagerly anticipated dough boy duet acca Dave and Scotty - Dave eventually got the wicket of the opening bat (having already made 70) lbw ( he didn’t want to go) Dave’s final figures 4-0-36-1. Scotty didn’t have any luck at his end but took a bit of flack as the oppo tried to take advantage of wickets in hand - 6-0-41-0. Ed came back for a final two over spell which he probably wishes i hadn’t (2 overs for 1[image: image2.png]


 and Paul gave a final two overs for 11. Grand total 206 for 2. Time for some more quaking - the oppo visibly looked sick. 

The casuals had a stupendous batting line up eagerly anticipating the challenge of scoring 207 to win. Will and Ed started with a steady partnership 46 before Will snicked one to the keeper (15) (46 off 11 Overs). The next wicket did not fall until the 25th over and the score had moved on to 101 (Simon ct going for runs 25). This left the intriguing and highly unlikely prospect of 107 needed off 15 overs. Ed was still in but looking completely shagged - the last thing he needed was me coming and telling him he had to play hit and run! But i did and probably in not such a polite way! The runs did keep coming in a slightly stuttering fashion and wickets kept falling at regular intervals but we always remained tantalisingly in the hunt. I was next out having added 13, quickly followed by Steve reverting to his more aggressive batting technique (“0"), Richie offered much stouter resistance and proved a better partner for Ed who passed 50 but eventually lost his wicket for 58 valuable runs. Jeff went for 0 and Paul came in to play a few lusty blows for a quick 13 including a powerful straight six only to be bowled next ball. 

5 overs 44 needed? Richie and Andy f take it to 21 needed off two overs. The opening bowler is back on by now... First ball Andy f 4, second dot, third single into a gap, fourth dot ball, fifth bye, sixth a quick run two. Twelve needed off the last over - Richie to face first ball - solid push for one, Andy f facing second ball swing and a miss ball passing over middle stump (no score), third ball, swing and a miss - Andy backing to leg to make room - ball passes over leg stump, fourth ball wide outside off stump - called wide, fifth ball thick top edge beats third man for four, Sixth ball guided away - a very quick run two, last ball of the over four need - Andy f to face (all fielders on the boundary) - swing and contact ball sails high (looking like it could make six) - fielder has come in too far - clears his head and drops just short of the boundary but rolls over for four and a Casual WIN! 

Outrageous, Stupendous, Fabulous, Unbelievable - Undescribable - Casuals go wild! 

The teas were pretty damn good as well. [image: image3.png]
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Played 12 Won 10 lost 2.
